	To write Towards the Expected Standard - I make sure:

	All my sentences start with a capital letter. 

	My statements and other sentences end with full stops.

	My question sentences end with a question mark.

	My exclamations end with exclamation marks (including How & What sentences).

	Paragraphs are used to organise main ideas.

	Commas are used in a list (including adjectival lists).

	I have used appropriate descriptive words (adjectives, synonyms, adverbs) in my stories to help describe settings and characters.

	I have used appropriate features (structural devices) in non-narrative writing to help the reader, e.g. headings, sub-headings, bullet points.

	I have written for a specific reason, and the purpose is obvious.

	Contracted words contain an apostrophe to show omission, (letters removed) e.g. don’t = do not / you’re = you are / it’s = it is.

	Spelling is correct, especially for words in the year 3 and 4 lists. Words in the Year 5 and 6 lists are attempted and mostly correct.

	My handwriting is legible (it is clear and easy to read).

	BONUS: My text begins and concludes appropriately: shows cohesion.

	To write at the Expected Standard - it is also evident:

	I am aware of my target readers and have selected appropriate language for that audience (e.g. first person in a diary & direct address in persuasion). 

	I have appropriately described the atmosphere in my narratives (e.g. I’ve used adventurous synonyms and antonyms of more common words to create detailed atmosphere).

	Dialogue uses “inverted commas/speech marks” to mark the exact words spoken and helps explain/convey a character and move the action along in narratives.

	Appropriate vocabulary and grammar has been chosen to express the level of formality and meet the requirements of the piece (e.g. contractions in dialogue, passive verbs in arguments, modal verbs for degrees of possibility in articles).

	Adverbials are used in sentences to explain how, where or when something happened (they are adverbs made up of more than one word) they also help give clarity to other related sentences, and assist with joining ideas within and across paragraphs (cohesion).

	Some coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or) and simple subordinating conjunctions (if, that, when, because) are used to join main clauses in some sentences to create cohesion. 

	Adventurous synonyms of more common, previous words are used to build cohesion across the writing.

	The tense of my writing is clear and consistent with correct verbs - the verbs ‘agree’ to create clear past, present and future tenses.

	I have used pronouns to refer to previously mentioned things.

	Commas are used between adjectives, to show pauses, and to make the meaning of each sentence clear.

	Various punctuation including: colons, semi-colons, dashes, hyphens and ellipses are used mostly correctly.

	Spelling is mostly correct for words in the Year 5 and 6 lists, and I use a dictionary to check the spelling of my adventurous, ambitious words. Proper nouns are capitalised.

	My handwriting is always readable; I can write at speed and maintain regular: spacing, letter size, formation.

	My writing has a clear purpose, and it is suitable for the intended audience (e.g. my instructions are clear and can be appropriately followed).

	BONUS: A range of different conjunctions are used, sometimes in different parts of the sentence: beginning, middle or end. 

>in addition, alternatively, consequently, meanwhile, as a result, similarly, nevertheless, on the other hand, e.g.<

	To Write at Greater Depth - I must have also:

	Marked apostrophes to show possession “The girls’ bags covered the school’s books.” (and omission “It’s hot, didn’t you know?”)

	Appropriately controlled shifts in levels of formality – by choosing precise vocabulary, and changing sentence structures – using standard or non-standard English depending upon the purpose of the piece.

	Overall, I have drawn from the models of writing we have studied to make my writing effective: 

it has the appropriate features and form, 

it communicates a clear purpose;

it speaks to the target audience;

it makes sense as a complete joined up piece; 

it stays on the topic throughout.

	Made clear the different language features of speech and writing. For example, in speech: words may be more often contracted; it may be more or less formal depending upon the purpose; some grammar differences; speech may also include colloquial expressions that are less likely in writing.

	Included colons and semi-colons to mark the boundaries between independent clauses.

	Used all KS2 punctuation correctly used including ellipses of expected words - to make meanings obvious and avoid any confusion, making my communication clear and coherent.

	BONUS: Sentences are different lengths and start in a variety of ways (with verbs or adverbials) and often multi-clause. I include some 1, 2 or 3-word sentences (using imperatives).

	BONUS: I use multi-sensory writing: I refer to touch, taste, sound, smell and sight, and express clear emotions through behaviour or action.


